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Building on a legacy. Česká zbrojovka firearms, Tatra trucks, the VERA passive surveillance system, Aero Vodochody trainer aircraft – these
major firms are among those who could benefit from the new European Defence Fund, says the Czech Ministry of Defence.

Dear Readers,
Increasing the security of Europe’s citizens is one of the stated
priorities of the European Commission (EC). In his 2016 State of
the Union Address, EC president Jean-Claude Juncker announced
the creation of the European Defence Fund (EDF), designed to
cultivate far closer cooperation between Member States in matters
of defence expenditures. The concept is also designed to prevent
unnecessary duplication of defence spending through the pooling of
resources.
A key component of the EDF is represented by its pro-business
orientation. The Fund is essentially serving as a central hub, providing incentives towards the creation of properly considered and
necessary defence technologies. Those who heed the call stand to
secure support worth millions of euros.
The creation of the EDF also represents a significant opportunity
for
100 the Czech defence industry – which already boasts a good name
both in the EU and around the world. Major players will be able to
collaborate
on a number of large European projects; smaller Czech
95
firms have the opportunity to benefit as subcontractors. Additionally,
75 medium and small-sized businesses will be able to cultivate hitherto unattainable contacts with other players in the field.
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If the project plays out as expected, Czech firms stand to help
shift the image of the Czech Republic from a mere assembly shop
towards becoming a major league player in European technology
development. Long-term existing tech specialisations could thus be
further expanded. Already, the Czech Republic has much to boast
in terms of defence technology capabilities: the VERA passive radar
system, chemical weapons defence technologies, TATRA truck chasses and vehicles, Česká zbrojovka firearms, and Aero Vodochody
trainer aircraft, to name but a few.
The first round of tender process selection should conclude in
the spring of 2019, which will then be followed by the EC initiating
a selection of winning plans.
We wish Czech companies every possible success!

Igor Záruba
Manager, ČTK Special Projects
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5
111
44 Prague 1. Project Manager Jaroslav Kábele, Editor Igor Záruba. Layout aper-grafika.cz. Front cover ERA. Photos Fotobanka ČTK, ERA,
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EUROPEAN DEFENCE FUND

protext speciAl

EDF is an escalator to
higher levels of business
The European Defence Fund is inviting small and medium-sized
countries and their companies to partake in joint defence projects.
“This could help them reach important players in the field, to whom
they otherwise might not have access,” notes the head of the
Czech Ministry of Defence’s Department for Industry Cooperation
Tomáš Kopečný.
Last June, the European
Commission established
the European Defence Fund
(EDF) for Member States.
The Commission has now finalised the details of relevant
legislation. What is behind
the desire to spend EUR
1.5bn annually to consolidate
EU defensive capabilities,
especially when we already
have NATO?

EDF is bringing an entirely new
economic perspective. While NATO
is primarily a military alliance, the
EU continues to primarily reflect
its conception as an economic union harking back to the European
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC).
The EU fulfils an economic dimension; and over time this has been
supplemented by other pillars such
as security. EDF ties in to this tradition. It stems from an intention first
made public in November 2016,
and seeks to economically consolidate the European market in the
defence industry, and to limit wasteful expenditures of public funds
on development, research and
acquisition of military technologies
that are already being created by
neighbouring Member States.

So is the aim to create a unified market for the defence
industry?

No, because the (EU’s) defence
industry can never function as
a 100 percent unified whole.
However, economic logic dictates
that duplication in the market
should stop, and, whenever possible, for resources to be invested
jointly into specific technological
sectors – into infantry combat
vehicles, into fighter aircraft, into
artillery and so forth. If success
is attained in terms of collating

4 December 2018

and spending joint European
funds, it will then be possible to
spend more on important and
costly projects. EDF is bringing
a business-oriented sensibility,
and is thinking about exactly
which technologies should receive
funds. Non-European suppliers
are being sidelined in favour of
pressing for a higher technological level of military hardware
within the EU.

the players are merely focused
on their own home turf, then that
weakens the strength of the whole,
because we end up concurrently
developing dozens, or even hundreds, of similar systems, whereas
in the US, there might only be one.

How is the EDF intended to
function?

Unlike European structural funds,
no national headquarters for the

EDF is bringing a business-oriented sensibility, and is thinking about exactly which technologies should receive funds. Non-European suppliers are being sidelined in favour of
pressing for a higher technological level
of military hardware within the EU.

So could it be said that the
aim is to increase the competitiveness of this industry
within Member States, and
that this should then yield
a better defence capability
for the entire EU?

All large western European countries possess, and seek to further
develop, their own defence industries. And each country knows that
military hardware supplies must
be effectively secured in the event
of a crisis. Which is why they are
seeking to maximise their own
involvement in domestic military
tender contracts. However, a certain pan-European framework is
already in place; and that is the
root of the European Commission’s
consolidation efforts. And these
serve to emphasise that when all

selection and distribution of joint
projects will be created. Which
will consequently increase the
administrative burden on the European Commission itself. However, there shouldn’t be a large
number of related projects. During
the first phase covering 2019-20,
for which EUR 500m has been
allocated, the expectation is for
about ten larger projects.

Will this arrangement not
essentially mean: “a particular project for a particular
state”?

No. At least three countries must
work together on each project.
A consortium must be created,
and then the participants will
agree upon a project leader. Which
may end up yielding a situation

Tomáš Kopečný

in which eight out of ten projects
feature participation by countries
such as Germany or France. There
won’t be any national quotas; the
selection will be dependant on the
technologies on offer.

What role will the Czech
Ministry of Defence’s
Department for Industry
Cooperation play in this
arrangement?

We will take on-board a whole new
agenda, albeit without the addition of new staff! The Germans and
French have dozens of people in
Brussels engaged in EU defence
matters; we have one person there, and three in Prague. But that
must not be allowed to dissuade
us, because the business impulse
that the Commission is injecting

into the arena of defence is absolutely fundamental and can serve
to activate all sorts of related
areas. In the Czech Republic, it is
that case that, in spite of low state
investments into military research
and development in the order of
less than CZK 500m, exports of
military hardware and technology
have risen by 460 percent over
the past five years compared to
the previous five years, and have
risen as high as 2016’s figure of
CZK 19bn.
If we hope to maintain this
trend, we have to actively partake
in the EDF and engage in a search
for partners. I could envisage
Czech participation in two to
four large European projects; in
others, Czech firms could serve
as subcontractors. The end result

will be that small companies can
come into contact with partners
that they might not otherwise
have been able to. And whether
they end up being awarded a contract or not, they can still become
a part of supply chains, and thus
become players in the European
arena. In this sense, the money
offered could even become secondary to the EDF’s ability to
potentially move us from a kind of
assembly shop to becoming major
league players in many areas of
development.

In which specific fields
do you see the greatest potential for Czech success?

We need to further mine the
kind of specialisations that have
been cultivated here for decades

Studied at the Faculty of Social Sciences and Faculty of Arts at Charles
University. Worked for the Paměť národa (Memory of Nations) and Post
Bellum projects. Served as an advisor to the first deputy defence minister for African affairs; after a research fellowship at NATO, became an
advisor to the deputy for foreign cooperation in the defence industry
and science at the Czech Ministry of Defence. This was followed by an
appointment as the head of the Ministry’s department for international
defence industry cooperation. Since November 2016, he has served as
head of the Ministry’s Department for Industry Cooperation. He speaks
English, French and Russian.

– those that have led the Czech
Republic to build a good name
for itself around the world. Our
military hardware and army capabilities are in the top of the global
league in the fields of electronic
warfare and radio-electronics
(for example the VERA – passive
radar tracking system), protection against chemical and other
weapons of mass destruction,
chasses and complete TATRA
truck vehicles, Česká zbrojovka
firearms, and trainer aircraft

from Aero Vodochody and other
companies. Asides from this, we
can also utilise our excellence in
entirely new domains, which, for
various reasons have taken root
in the Czech Republic – this includes laser and space technologies.
We are engaged in communication with representatives from all
these branches, and I believe that
we have the ability to ensure that
exceptional and remarkable projects emerge under the banner of
the Czech Republic. n
December 2018
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protext speciAl
Group photo. The heads of state and government
of NATO countries, as well as Ukraine and Georgia,
at the Alliance’s July 2018 summit, held at Parc du
Cinquantenaire in Brussels. The Czech Republic was
represented by President Miloš Zeman.

Tough talk. Federica Mogherini, the EU’s High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, after a November, 2018 meeting
with Turkish government representatives in Ankara.

A new approach for a new era
The European Defence Fund seeks to contribute towards a consolidation of the technological independence of EU Member States in
the field of defence. It is offering co-financing of key research and
development projects in strategic sectors that are being defined by
the EU itself.
Since the eruption of the crisis in
Ukraine in 2014, the European
Union has begun a vigorous debate over the stagnation of European
investment into defence-related
research and development, as well
as over the need to devote more
resources towards a European
build-up of its own defensive capabilities. Crucial words uttered by
Donald Trump also played a key
role in this reassessment when the
US president argued for a change
in the current state of affairs in
which the burden of defence expenditures was mainly being ca-
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rried by the US. While at the same
time, he added, most of Europe
had been engaging in a long-term
process of cutting rather than
increasing its defence budgets.
Such criticism, many in the EU
concluded, meant that reliance
on the military capabilities of the
US as a military superpower was
too risky a bet for Europe going
forward.
The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) is the main organisation currently providing Europe’s security and defence, with
a significant part of its capacities

– US criticism notwithstanding –
supplied by EU Member States.
However, as a result of cutbacks
and the shifting of resources and
investments to other priorities,
these capacities have in many
cases been found to be in a very
depleted state of battle readiness.
In 2016, a new European Union
Global Strategy (EUGS) served to
update the bloc’s foreign policy
doctrine. EUGS was unveiled by
Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy. The
document emphasised the need

Two in one. The EU flag and NATO flag both feature a circle symbol
against a blue background. NATO currently has 29 member states;
the EU has 28.

for the EU to take greater responsibility in securing the defence
requirements of its own territory.
The European Defence Fund
(EDF) would serve as one of the
components of the wider European Defence Action Plan (EDAP),
and first appeared that same year
as a formal proposal published by
European Commission president
Jean-Claude Juncker.

Strengthening
and saving
Until that time, European funds
essentially barred the financing of
purely defence-related research
and development projects. The
EDF is designed to significantly
change this state of affairs. Its aim
is to contribute towards the consolidation of the technological independence of EU Member States in
the defence arena by offering the
opportunity of co-financing rese-

US president. July 2018’s NATO talks, held in Brussels, were attended by Donald Trump. Photo from press conference.
arch and development projects
targeted around key fields of technology. These fields are defined in
the Capability Development Plan
(CDP), and mostly comprise are-

as where the existing European
defence industry structure either
fails to offer sufficient capacities,
or such capacities themselves are
viewed as being at insufficient

levels. The second significant
aspect of EDF stems from its desire to cultivate a climate of greater
collaboration in defence research,
development, and acquisitions by
creating common projects. The
end result of this would be a reduction of duplication across the EU
and a more efficient utilisation of
defence expenditures.
In March 2017, the call went
out for project applications for the
EDF’s first phase. This formed part
of a so-called “Research strand”
under the umbrella of the Preparatory Action on Defence Action
(PADR) project. This tied in to
previous pilot projects covering the
years 2017-18, and offered a collective budget of EUR 65m. The
total budget for 2017-19 was subsequently set at EUR 90m. Alas,
the Czech Republic failed to gain
a foothold in either the first or second rounds of the selected PADR
projects. From 2021, the PADR
programme will be supplemented
with the next phase of support for
defence research, which will be
consolidated under the single regulatory structure of the EDF.
For the years 2019-20, the
EDF’s “capability window” will be
implemented via the European Defence Industry Development Plan
(EDIDP), for which EUR 500m has
been allocated. This programme
is a direct product of efforts to
delineate key EU defence capabilities. In other words, it is concerned with areas in which the EU
currently lags, or where defence
trends suggest future development
of particular related fields is required. The EDIDP defines products
and technologies directly related to
improving such capabilities. Such
specifications will then serve as the
basis for evaluating projects jointly
submitted by at least three Member States, with assessments made
on factors such uniqueness, widest
possible benefits for the largest
number of countries, the degree of
participation of small and mediumsized businesses, and also a declared willingness by participants to
then set about producing a given
product.

Competing
for grants
The selected winning projects will
then qualify to receive certain levels of resources allocated as part
of the EDIDP; the remaining costs
must be covered by participating
Member States or the members

of the consortiums they have
created. These aims, which also
fall under the EU’s Permanent
Structured Cooperation (PESCO)
integration policy, will also be
entitled to a 10 percent financing
bonus from the EDF.
The implementation of EDIDP
will be carried out in such a way
that the end of the application
submissions process in the spring
of 2019 will be followed – likely
in the summer – by an evaluation
process undertaken by independent experts. These will then prepare a list of the best candidates
who should be offered the opportunity to enter into grant recipient
agreements. Unlike other EU
programmes, this will then be followed by input from a programme
committee, which will assess this
list and then provide approval
via a qualified majority. As soon
as a decision is reached, the European Commission will provide
formal approval, and then, at the
end of 2019, set about preparing
grant agreements for the winning
EDIDP projects.
Support for the acquisition
process from the side of the EU is
also part of the so-called “capability window”. The European Commission is currently formulating an
array of tools designed to support
the often very costly process of
customising defence technologies from the side of individual
Member States. This array of
tools should incorporate a diverse
scale of loans and credit designed
to assist in the bridging of the
acquisition phase for collaborative
defence projects.
Preparations are also underway
to formulate an EDF directive
covering the period from 2021-27
that will combine both existing
“windows” namely research and
capabilities. The final form of this
EDF directive for 2021-27 will
evidently be approved at the start
of 2019 by the EC, EU Council and
European Parliament.
The volume of financing for
this period is expected to grow
significantly in comparison to the
current EDIDP and PADR programmes. Indeed, it is expected
to be as high as EUR 13bn. Of
this, EUR 4.1bn should go to research, and EUR 8.9bn should go
towards developing capabilities.
Up to five percent of the total
EDF budget for the years 2021-27
(EUR 650m) will be allotted for
utilising groundbreaking defence
technologies. n

December 2018
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VERA-NG showcased during
crucial foreign training exercises
The ERA passive surveillance system was utilised during the international Baltic CESMO Trial in Germany and also the MACE trial in Slovakia.

Improved training.
The VERA-NG simulator offers
a workplace for operators (trainees), as well as other consoles for generating and editing
simulations and for providing
a 3D situational overview for
instructors (trainers).

VERA-NG Simulator –
a training tool for the
Passive ESM Tracker
Training can be carried out using data from prepared scenarios,
or data from a single receiving station. Off-line data from another
VERA-NG system can also be replayed.
The VERA-NG Simulator is a military reconnaissance tool that
provides training for passive tracking and electronic intelligence
systems. The simulator system
consists of a VERA-NG console
that serves as a workplace for
operators (trainees), a simulator
console that serves as a workplace
for instructors (trainers), a central
processing station, and a receiving
universal military module.
The training simulator significantly decreases the time required
for new users to gain necessary
experience – without impacting
the performance of an operational
system. Training can be carried
out using data from prepared scenarios or data from a single receiving station. Off-line data from
another VERA-NG system can also
be replayed.
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ERA can present various scenarios (see below), or ERA experts
can devise custom scenarios
on-demand. This enables training
for a range of potential situations,
including extremely rare events for
which real-world training might not
be feasible. Scenarios include:
─ Flight Navigation
─ Dog fights
─ AWACS monitoring
─ JTAC air support
─ Area mapping
─ Border crossing
VERA-NG addresses critical elements in today‘s military and security operations by providing the most
advanced and state-of-the-art Passive Surveillance System designed for
detection, location, identification
and tracking of air, ground and
naval targets. VERA-NG is a Passive
ESM (Electronic Support Measures)

MAIN BENEFITS
▮ One receiving station to analyse real signals for advanced
training.
▮ Any type of battlefield scenario (airspace, ground or navy).
▮ Operates without the need for
full in the field deployment of
four site stations.
▮ Developed in conjunction with
the Radiolocation Department
at the University of Defence
(UO), Brno.

tracking (PET) technology, which
uses advanced techniques to conduct cross-border, long-term and long-range surveillance without alerting
neighbouring parties. It effectively
“sees without being seen”.

The system’s design is fully
deployable in all three versions
offered by ERA to military forces
around the world. Sensors can
either be placed on masts of two
different heights (12 and 25 metres) or on light-weight tripods
or quadpods. These can be easily
transported, either in special
transport trucks from a variety
of producers, or in general purpose vehicles. The product offers
a “roll-on/roll-off” configuration,
including a fully configured mobile
command centre containing all
processing, analysis and observation equipment.
This passive system emits
zero electromagnetic energy,
making it invisible to anti-radar
missile systems. Traditional active surveillance solutions, while
effective at detecting, locating,
and tracking targets, are susceptible to detection and either
jamming or even destruction due
to their active nature. Moreover,
traditional radars are unable to
detect all targets, particularly
those utilising low observable
technology and electronic countermeasures to trick or deceive
traditional radar. Consequently,
this has created a long-term need
for a covert, effective, and mobile
solution for surveillance requirements. Such benefits mean that
VERA-NG can also serve as a last
line of defence if primary radars
are destroyed in a conflict situation. n

ERA technology played a key role
in the international Baltic CESMO
Trial 2018 (BCT18) held at the
PUTLOS military training area
in northern Germany from June
14-28. ERA supported the 53rd
EW&RECCE regiment during its
training exercise with a deployed
VERA-NG system. BCT18 served
as a component of the wider Unified Vision 2018 NATO exercises.
According to CESMO, the purpose of the trial was to test new
procedures in electronic warfare
(EW), as well as data collection, exchange, fusion and evaluation. The
EW results were submitted to the
Electronic Warfare Coordination
Centre (EWCC) and shared among
other NATO countries. Along with
other assets, VERA-NG was integrated into the CESMO/EWCC, and
contributed to the Common Operational Picture (COP).
Captain Petr Kos of the Czech
Armed Forces noted: “Cooperation

between the ERA and the Czech
Army was effective. We were
delighted that soldiers had the opportunity to try to operate the new
VERA-NG system in the CESMO.”
Immediate and direct feedback from
soldiers will help to shape the company’s future product development.
Cooperation between Czech and
German units during CESMO testing and evolution enjoys a long and
successful tradition. “We strongly
appreciate the contribution of the
Czech Army and ERA in deploying
the recent VERA-NG system for
trials. VERA-NG successfully demonstrated its ability to be integrated into the CESMO network. The
international aspect of the trial also
helped the NATO community practice a number of procedures and to
reach a higher level of interoperability,” said Trial Manager Lieutenant
Colonel Marco Moehling.
At the end of July, this was followed by ERA and the VERA-NG

system participating in the MACE
XIX international combat training
exercise in Sliač and in the Lešť
military training area in Slovakia.
The exercise, which was focused
on training pilots and specialists
in electronic warfare in the field of

overcoming anti-aircraft defences,
saw the first ever participation by
Czech air forces.
Asides from VERA-NG, the
event saw the installation of
anti-aircraft rocket systems and
ground-based jammers. Czech
Air Force planes such as JAS-39
Gripens from Čáslav, and CASA
transport aircraft, flew overhead.
In total, fifty Czech specialists
took part, with training flights also

Selling point. The VERA-NG
passive radar system offers
precise training-based aircraft
detection and data collection,
and is being utilised for military
field training exercises at home
and in European partner states.
featuring electronic warfare specialists from the Swedish Air Force.
Specialists from the 53rd Research and Electronic Warfare Regiment of the Czech Army tested
the proper detection of aircraft
utilising a passive surveillance
system. In addition to gaining
new training experience, such
testing also assisted in providing
a wealth of crucial data, which
can be used to assist in planning
and assessing resources and
countermeasures. A total of 450
soldiers from NATO member and
partner states took part in the
MACE XIX exercise, along with
22 items of aviation-based technology and also dozens of additional
items of land-based technology. n
December 2018
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Česká zbrojovka offers
high quality comprehensive
solutions for armed forces
For more than 80 years, Česká zbrojovka (CZ) has been at the
forefront of cutting-edge global firearms manufacturing. Many
of its models have become global icons, and latest generation
of CZ military use weapons will surely go the same way.
A new level of
service pistols
Česká zbrojovka (CZ) regularly
excels in the service pistol market,
and the latest models bearing the
famous CZ logo further consolidate
the firm’s status as one of the most
significant pistol manufacturers in
the world. The CZ P-10 C model in
9x19 cal. is a particular star attraction. CZ has supplemented the
popular and well-established striker
fired pistol concept with a number
of original innovations. The result
is a model with significantly improved key user parameters – particularly accuracy, lifetime and speed.
Though formally a compact model,
in practice, the CZ P-10 C is a large
capacity service and defence pistol,
suitable for open as well
as concealed carry. The
exceptional qualities of this model
were affirmed
by professional

American shooting magazine Guns
& Ammo, which named it “Pistol of
the Year 2017”. CZ’s latest variation
is the CZ P-10 C Optics Ready with
an interface for the easy and secure
attachment of a red dot sight.
In 2019, this family of weapons will be supplemented by the
service and defence striker fired
models CZ P-10 F (a standard-sized
model); and the P-10 SC semi-compact, which features a compact
frame and fully-fledged slide.

Tried and tested
Scorpions
In terms of long guns intended for
pistol ammunition, CZ is the producer of the highly successful CZ
SCORPION EVO 3 A1 submachine
gun. Its exceptional design and
production makes it an easy
and reliable 9x19 calibre
weapon. Standard features include extensive use of modern
polymers, numerous
accessory rails, ambidextrous controls with an option to adjust ergonomics,
and easy handling in fully
-automatic fire mode.
The qualities of this
model are lauded
by an ever-growing
reference list

Pistol of the Year 2017. Česká
zbrojovka’s CZ P-10 C, part of
the firm’s CZ P-10 9x19 calibre
hammerless pistol range.
of satisfied customers from all
around the world.
A semi-automatic variant, the
CZ SCORPION EVO 3 S1, is also
available. This uses 9x19 and 9x21
cartridges, appreciated by fans of
modern dynamic sport shooting
disciplines, as well as by members
of security forces who are legally
prohibited from using weapons
with an automatic fire capability.
CZ’s latest product is the highly
accurate CZ SCORPION EVO 3 S1
CARBINE semi-automatic. Thanks to
its low weight, excellent ergonomics,
supreme reliability in all conditions,
and exceptionally fast reloading, it
is an ideal weapon for modern sport
shooting and hobby shooting.

Cutting-edge
weapons with
a famous name

The second generation of the new
CZ BREN 2 forms the core of CZ’s
assault rifle product range. This rifle
features a highly advanced multi-calibre system in the 5.56×45 NATO
and 7.62×39 calibres, with an option
to be configured to meet the requirements of any mission anywhere in
the world. Each calibre can be made
in three different barrel lengths.
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In 2018, CZ officially launched
its new generation CZ BREN 2
BR in 7.61x51 calibre light battle
rifle, characterized by exceptional
reliability, high accuracy, outstanding ergonomics and easy control.
Compared with assault rifles in the
5.56x45 NATO or 7.62x39 calibres,
the CZ BREN 2 BR boasts a considerably longer effective range and
increased target impact force. All
this comes without any significant
weapon weight increase.
2019 also brings the strictly
semi-automatic CZ BREN 2 variant, namely the CZ BREN 2 MSin
.223 Rem and 7.62x39 calibres.
In comparison with the fully automatic version, this model does
not have the option of automatic
fire; the most significant difference
is its independent forend and the
absence of mounting rails on the
bottom and the sides. This enables
users to customize and fine-tune
their models based on customer
preferences.

Abundance
of accessories
and training

CZ also supplies a wide range of
essential accessories for all the aforementioned models. These are specially chosen and tested by the company’s product managers, who boast
considerable real-deployment experience. Intensive communication with
end users is also an integral part of
CZ’s product development. The aim
is for the company to remain fully
receptive to the needs and wishes of
its loyal base of customers.
Moreover, CZ offers full service
support for all of its product range,
including armourer training, as well
as special user training programmes. Consequently, asides from possessing cutting-edge weapons and
high quality accessories, police and
military units can also benefit from
CZ professional training customised
to meet the requirements of a given
unit – whether that means simply to
learn the proper handling of weapons, or a more thorough course in
better tactical readiness. n

EDIDP Directive
(select passages)
Aim and goals
‒ To support cross-border cooperation between small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs)
through the pooling of aims and
resources via joint development
of defence technologies, and
with the opportunity of co-financing select projects according
to the EU’s Capability Development Plan (CDP), and reflecting
the priority goals of increasing
the defensive capabilities of EU
Member States.
‒ Selected winning projects
will qualify for a certain level
of co-financing via resources
allocated for the European Defence Industrial Development
Programme (EDIDP); the remaining costs must be covered by
participating Member States or
the participating consortium.

such a party, and such a party
is affirmed as not representing
a threat to the security, or the
other interests of the EU and its
Member States.

The history
of the EDF
June 2017 Initiation of the EU’s

Preparatory Action on Defence
Research (PADR) representing a second phase of the EDF “research
window”

June 2017 The EC publishes its

proposal for a Directive to establish
the EDF and also a Directive to
establish a Defence Industrial Development Programme (EDIDP)

Co-financing levels
‒ Basic co-financing levels are
a maximum of 20 percent of
total project costs.
‒ A project that is also subject to
cooperation through the Permanent Structured Cooperation
(PESCO) programme may gain
additional co-financing in the
order of 10 percent.

July 2017 The Council of the
European Union initiates a series
of talks over the wording of an
EDIDP Directive
December 2017 Member

States reach the first agreement
on the framework of the EDIDP

March 2018 The start of a so

-called trialogue (talks between
the EC, EP and EU Council) about
the potential wording of an EDIDP
Directive

June 2018 The EC publishes
a proposed Directive on the EDF
as part of the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MMF) 2021–2027

Terms of participation
‒ At least three participants from
three Member States.
‒ At least two participants must
come from a country other than
the “principal subject” of the
consortium (for example: in
a consortium led by Thales, at
least two other participating
entities must not come from
France).
‒ At least two participants (states)
must declare an intent to jointly
produce the resulting product,
or undertake a coordinated implementation of the developed
technologies (meaning a pledge
rather than a binding obligation).
‒ Participants must demonstrate
a clear ability to cover the remaining costs of a given project.
‒ Support can only be provided
towards the following levels of
technological preparedness:
product design, prototype development, product testing, certification, performance testing,
product lifecycle management
effectiveness, and modernisation
of existing products.
‒ A third party, meaning non-EU
countries, may take part in
a consortium if a consortium
Member State vouches for

November 2016 The European Commission (EC) unveils the
so-called European Defence Action
Plan (EDAP), which also includes the
European Defence Fund (EDF)

Elżbieta Bieńkowska. The
Commissioner for Internal Market,
Industry, Entrepreneurship and
SMEs.
‒ I n the event that SMEs qualify
for at least 10 percent co-financing of total costs, they will also
be entitled to an increase in co-financing of the same amount as
the expenditures of participating
SMEs from countries which have
large companies partaking in the
consortium (non-cross-country),
up to a maximum of five percent.
‒A
 dditional financing is available
to the order of a double the eligible allocated costs incurred by
SMEs from countries other than
those that have large companies
participating in the consortium
(cross-country benefit).
‒ I f the consortium allots at least
15 percent of costs to EU Mid-Cap firms, then co-financing
of up to 10 percent may be
obtained.
‒ The total value of funding
support may not exceed 35
percent. n
Source: Czech Ministry of Defence

June 2018 End of trialogue
talks (4th round) and the approval
of a preliminary agreement on the
final wording of an EDIDP Directive
July 2018 At its plenary se-

ssion, the EP approves the final
wording of an EDIDP Directive

October 2018 Under the
Austrian Council of the European Union presidency, an EDIDP
workshop takes place in Vienna
supporting networking and consortium creation
October-November 2018
Deadline for unveiling the final
version of the EDIDP working plan

January 2019 Opening of
a tender selection process by the
EC for submitting EDIDP projects
Spring 2019 Expected con-

clusion of the legislative process
pertaining to the wording of
a proposed EDF Directive for the
years 2021–2027

Spring 2019 End of tender

application process for EDIDP
projects

Summer 2019 Evaluation of
submitted EDIDP projects
Source: European Commission

December 2018
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